Tri-Parish Girls Softball

2021 Rules     

GUIDELINES:   OFFICIAL 2020 NF HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL RULES

                                                  GENERAL RULES                                   

1. Age:  Cut off date of January 1st for all age groups (5-6; 7-8; 9-10; 11-13)

2. Equipment:

Balls:

5-6 & 7-8


11” IncrediBall Soft Touch (Yellow)

9-10             11” Yellow softball  (Must be 47 core)
11-13

    

12” Yellow softball (Must be 47 core) 

Catchers:
5-6 & 7-8


Face mask w/throat protector or helmet w/face mask


9-10 thru 11-13

Full Equipment

Pitchers:
9-10 thru 11-13

6” x 24” pitching rubber required

Batting helmets w/face mask for ages 7-8, 9-10 and 11-13 including on deck batter are mandatory. Field mask are mandatory for ALL infielders for ages 7-8, 9-10, and 11-13.  Chinstraps are optional but encouraged. 

3.    Rosters and scorebook

a. No more than 23 players 

b. All players are required to have identifiable numbers on their shirts.  No duplicate numbers on the same team

c. Batting rotation is kept in the scorebook, name and number

d. All age groups are allowed to play with 10 players; no less than 8.

e. Rosters are to be completed by May 10 of each year and turned in to the president

4.     Substitution:   NO PLAYER CAN SIT OUT TWO CONSECUTIVE INNINGS.  Free substitution in field, but batting lineup must remain the same during the entire game.  If a sub or starter bats in error for their turn at bat, the out of turn batting rule will be used.  EXCEPTION: 5-6 & 7-8:  All team members are to be listed in succession in the scorebook and will bat in rotation until the total roster of players has batted.  All teams can bat their roster if they so desire.
5. Directors are to give a 24-hour notice prior to a game to postpone or reschedule a game.  Prior notice not given will result in the team not giving notice having to pay umpire’s fee.  Games cannot be rescheduled by coaches (must be the director of the organization.)

6. Games will be rescheduled due to weather conditions only!!!   In the event of a rain out or suspended game, any girl on the original league roster is eligible to participate in the continued game.

7. Directors of each organization are to notify the President or the designated statistician of their organization win-loss record weekly.  

 8.  Borrowing:    A team may borrow up to a maximum of 3 players to field a team of 10 and only   from the age group immediately below.   You cannot borrow a pitcher to pitch. 



Example:  If a team comes with 8 players from original roster, they can borrow 2 to make 10.
       If a team cannot come with at least 8 players at game time, it becomes a forfeit unless an agreement between league directors is reached.
9.    If a player is injured, any substitute can take that player’s fielding position.  If there is no sub, the         batter is skipped.  If the injured player returns to the game, the team maintains original lineup.

10.  NO FAKE BUNTING AND SWING AWAY.   This means a batter cannot give the appearance

       of bunting, then swings/slaps at the ball as it approaches home plate.  DRAG BUNTS are allowed.

       (a bunt where the batter attempts to bunt the ball by running forward in the batter’s box, carrying

       the bat with her.  The movement of the bat is in conjunction with the batter’s forward movement.


Penalty:  runner is out.

11.  If a player is ejected or voluntarily leaves the playing field, that player will be called out when her   turn to bat comes up and no sub will be allowed to field her position.  If the ejected player has a sub, the sub can only play the field/bat every other inning.

12.  In the event of a tie at the end of regulation play, a sudden death format will be used.  The last batter from the previous inning will be placed on 2nd base and begin a new extra inning in that situation.  The home team will have the same situation and the game will continue until a winner is determined.

13.   Each organization shall have a designated field director for control of fans and any other problems that may arise during scheduled games at that field.

14.   During any game, coaches are not allowed to smoke, drink alcoholic beverages or curse on the field or in the dug out.  Violators will be ejected from the game. Any coach who voluntarily removes his/her team from the playing field during a game due to any controversy (ex. umpire calls, etc.) will be assessed a fine of $300 by the league.  The organization of the coach at fault will be responsible to pay fine to the league president to be divided evenly between all other organizations.

        Any coach who is ejected the first time will be suspended and must leave the park immediately.  The coach is suspended until reviewed by the league board.  Any coach suspended for a game will not be allowed at that park for that game.

15.   An appeal play can be made by the coach or player only!  (ex.  leaving base early or missed base).

16.   A player can only be listed on one (1) roster and only for one (1) organization.

17.   Scheduled Games – Visiting teams must be notified before any home teams are notified of any cancellation due to weather.  If visiting team has not be contacted or when in doubt if fields are playable or not, both teams (home and visitors) should show up expecting to play, if fields are workable.  If someone does not show, either home or visitor, this will result in a forfeit by the absent team.  

18.   A rain out game should be made up within 1 week from the original scheduled date if weather permits.  If weather does not permit beyond 1 week, then the game must be played on the first available date weather permitting.  The home team will schedule the rain out game. 

19.    The umpire behind the plate is the official timekeeper.  Time of game is to be announced at the beginning of the game.  The official timekeeper also determines end of game.  A new inning begins immediately after the 3rd out of the previous inning is made.
20.  If there has not been an addendum made to the rules, then you are bound to follow all rules stated in the 2009 National Federation High School Rules.

21.  Overall team records will determine league champs.  In case of a tie, winner of head to head game will be the first place team.  Tournament games do not count.  If a tie still remains, teams involved will be considered co-champs.  The League treasurer will collect $20.00 per team from each organization for team fees.  This money will be used to buy 1st place t-shirts for the league champs in each age group except 5-6.

5-6 YEAR OLDS

1. NO SCORES WILL BE KEPT IN THIS AGE GROUP.

2. Games will consist of 3 innings or 1 hour 15 minutes, whichever comes first.  A new inning begins immediately after the last out of the previous inning is made.

       When a team is on the field there will be only three coaches allowed on the field with the team.  One 

down the left field line, one down the right field line and one near your team’s dugout.  No other

defensive coach is allowed on the field.

3. Coaches will pitch underhand to their own team.  The coach is not to field the ball.  The ball is dead and not in play when a batted ball hits an umpire/adult pitcher before the ball is touched by or passes through the infielder.  Batter is awarded first base.   No base runners may advance except to make room for the batter-runner.  Intentional interference by a coach/adult pitcher- the batter will be out and no runners will advance.

4. Ball will be placed on a “Tee” for the first two innings.  The third inning the coach pitcher will pitch 4

pitches to the batter.  If the batter does not hit a fair ball after 4 pitches, the ball will then be put on a tee.  The entire roster will bat each inning.  If 3 outs are made, the bases will be cleared, but the team batting will continue until they get through their roster.  The defensive team will continue trying to get 3 more outs.  When the last batter comes to bat it will be considered 2 outs.  Therefore any forced out made when the last batter bats it will conclude the inning.  
5. If more than 10 players are on field (agreed upon by both coaches only) all extra players must play outfield.  No more than 6 infielders including catcher can be in the infield.  Being able to play additional players is not a rule but it can be done if agreed upon by coaches on both teams. 

        If both coaches do not agree the rule of 10 players will still apply.

6. The pitcher/player may not leave past the side of the Coach/Pitcher until the ball crosses the plate.

7. Once a play is either made or tried for and the ball goes outside the field of play (1st base and 3rd base lines), all play will STOP.   No one will advance at this point.  If a play is being made and the ball is still inside the field of play, runners can advance 1 base at their own risk.  

8. On a batted ball, throwing the ball back to the pitcher should not automatically stop the play.  Some attempt should be made to draw the runner back to their base.  Then, time can be called at the umpire’s discretion.

9. Coach playing catcher  – If a team has 9 players they must field all positions (including catcher).  If a team has 8 players a coach can play catcher, but only on pitches.  He/She must back away on plays made at the plate.

10. There is no infield fly rule in the age group.  There will be no stealing, no leaving base early, no bunting in this age group.

11. Any rules concerning girl’s softball, other than the rules mentioned herein, that is questionable, refer to the current NF High School Softball Rules.

12.  Home team supplies tee for games.
7-8 YEAR OLDS
1. Games will consist of 5 innings or 1 hour 15 minutes, whichever comes first.  A new inning begins immediately after the 3rd out of the previous inning is made.
2. Coaches will pitch underhand to their own team.  The coach is not to field the ball.  The ball is dead and not in play when a batted ball hits an umpire/adult pitcher before the ball is touched by or passes through the infielder.  Batter is awarded first base.  No base runners may advance except to make room for the batter-runner.  Once the ball is pitched by the coach pitcher, he or she cannot talk to the runners or batter
until the play is dead.  Also, once the ball is hit in fair territory the coach pitcher must move away from the play, preferably toward the catcher in foul territory. First offense-a warning will be issued to pitcher coach, second offense-pitcher coach will not be allowed to pitch the remainder of the game but can coach the bases.
3. Intentional interference by a coach/adult pitcher – the batter is out – no runner shall advance.

4. Ten (10) run rule after three (3) complete innings.  No team shall score more than 5 runs in one inning.  If less than 3 outs when 5 runs are scored the teams shall change sides.  This rule will be in effect for the first 4 innings only.  After 4 innings teams must record 3 outs.  

5. The umpire will call swinging strikes only.  A batter shall be declared out after failing to hit a fair ball after three swings or after six pitches are delivered by the coach/pitcher.  No balls will be called.  Every player on the team must bat in sequence for the entire game.  If the sixth pitch is fouled, the batter will continue to bat.
6. The pitcher/player may not leave past the side of the Coach/Pitcher until the ball crosses the plate.

7. On a batted ball to the infield where the initial play is made on the infield, and the ball is overthrown, that runner/batter is entitled to two (2) bases, at your own risk, from where the runner/batter began.  (This only applies to the batter and the runner on first base, but “at your own risk” applies to all bases).If after play has stopped the base runner advances beyond the two (2) base limit, the runner will be put back on the proper base.   The coach responsible for sending the runner will be given a warning, if the same coach is guilty of sending runners past the proper base again he/she will be removed as base coach for the remainder of the game.  
8. Coach playing catcher – If a team has 9 players they must field all positions (including catcher). If a team has 8 players a coach can play catcher, but only on pitches.  They must back away on plays made at the plate.

9. There is no infield fly rule in the age group.

10. There will be no stealing, no leaving base early, no bunting in this age group.

11. Ten (10) run rule after three (3) complete innings. 

12. Any rules concerning girl’s softball, other than the rules mentioned herein, that is questionable, refer to NF High School Softball Rules.

13. Players may ask for time while play is in progress.

1) When the ball is in the possession of an infielder inside the diamond, the umpire shall award “time”

     only at the request of the player.  The runner shall be awarded the forward base provided there is a

     continuous motion.

     Example:  When the runner stops between a base and time is called, he is sent back to the previous

      base.

14. Home teams are to have a safety base at first base. On plays at first base,   the fielder must touch the white part of the bag and the runner must touch the orange part of the bag only. In all other cases, runner can touch either color on extended hits.  
15. Foul Ball Arch 7-8.  Each 7/8 field will be marked with a line arching from the first base to the third base line.  Inside this line will be considered foul territory. The line will be set at 12 feet.  If the ball touches or rest on the arch/line, it is considered live (like a foul line).
9-10 YEAR OLDS
1. Games will consist of 5 innings or 1 hour 30 minutes, whichever comes first.  A new inning begins immediately after the 3rd out of the previous inning is made.
2. No team shall score more than 5 runs in one inning.  If less than 3 outs when 5 runs are scored the teams shall change sides.  This rule will be in effect for the first 4 innings only.  After 4 innings teams must record 3 outs.  Fifteen (15) run rule after (3) complete innings.  Ten (10) run rule after (4) complete innings.
3. Stealing will be implemented for 9-10 age group with the following exceptions. You can ONLY steal 1st to 2nd base. You can take a lead once the ball crosses the plate. There will be NO stealing beyond 2nd base. Anyone advancing to 3rd or home on a steal will be considered live and will be called out by simply touching the base or touching the runner. NOTE: It will be considered a force out so simply touching the base is sufficient.
4. A runner can take a lead from any base once the ball crosses the plate.

5. A courtesy runner (the last batter not on base) may be allowed for the catcher at any time.

6. Any rules concerning girl’s softball, other than the rules mentioned herein, that is questionable; refer to NF High School Athletic Association Softball rules.

6.   One umpire shall be used.  
7.  If the number of players on each team is not equal, the coach with the more players has the option to bat       his roster or bat ten players.  The coach with the fewer players can also bat his roster.

8.  No fake bunt and swing away-see page 2, rule 10.

9. The hitter can make an attempt to advance to first base on a dropped third strike only if first base is unoccupied and can only advance to first base.  If there is an over-throw from the catcher on a dropped third strike, the runner must stay at first base.  The base runner will be considered live if they are not on first base in this situation and will be called out by simply touching the base or touching the runner. NOTE: It will be considered a force out so simply touching the base is sufficient. 
11-13 YEAR OLDS
1. Games will consist of 6 innings or 1 hour 30 minutes, whichever comes first.  A new inning begins immediately after the 3rd out of the previous inning is made.
2. Fifteen (10) run rule after (3) complete innings.  .

3. A courtesy runner (the last batter not on base) may be allowed for the catcher at any time.

4. Umpire – Two umpires should be used for 11-12.  If for some reason only one umpire shows, he/she should call from behind the plate.

5. Any rules concerning girl’s softball, other than the rules mentioned herein, that is questionable; refer to NF High School Softball Rules.

6. If the number of players on each team are not equal, the coach with the more players has the option to bat his roster or bat ten players.  The coach with the less players can also bat his roster.

7. No fake bunt and swing away-see page 2, rule 10.
8.  Ten players will play on defense, four outfielders.

LEAGUE TOURNAMENT
1. A league tournament will be held at the end of the season.  Each organization will host a league tournament in the following respective order. 1) Longview; 2) Larayo; 3) Reserve.  If for some reason your turn comes up and you cannot hold the tournament, your turn is forfeited and the next in line will host the tournament. Each team will play a pool game and then will play in a double elimination tournament.
2. All teams are obligated to play in the league tournament.  A fine of $100 per team will be charged to any team not playing.  If an attempt is made by a coach and four of his players to field a team and there are not enough players to play the game, the team forfeits the game but is not obligated to pay the fine.  Fine will be paid no later than one (1) week after notification.  If not paid, the fine will be doubled.

3. The setting of brackets will be done the week before the tournament even if the regular season is not finished.  Teams will be seated by their records at that time.

4. Choice of home teams will be decided by the flipping of a coin by the umpire and coaches.

5. 5-6, 7-8, 9-10 age groups will play by 1 hour 15 minute (1:15) time limit with no new inning starting after 1 hour 5 minutes (1:05). 11-13 will play 1 hour 30 minutes (1:30) time limit with no new inning starting after 1 hour 20 minutes (1:20).   Innings must be completed as started.  

EXCEPTION:  Championship games will have no time limit.  In the event of rain during any game, play will resume at a later date where the game left off.  All games are to be regular games with the number of innings to be played the same as in the league.  15 run and 10 run rule applies.  

6. All other league rules apply for the league tournament.

7. First place in 7-8 will receive a 6” trophy.   Second place 7-8 will receive a 5” trophy.   The first and second place teams in 9-10, 11-12 & 13-15 will receive T-shirts.  Coaches will receive shirts.  Maximum 3 coaches per team.  The host organization should buy their own 5-6 teams trophies.

8. Any Invitational Tournament that your team(s) commits to attending, they must attend.  A 72-hour notice must be given if you commit and then cannot play.  It the hosting organization does not receive a 72-hour notice, the team that drops out can be assessed a $100.00 fine.

9. TIES –– In case of a tie at the end of league play, the winner of the head to head game will be first place.  Tournament games do not count.  If a tie still remains both teams will be considered co-champs and the money will be divided evenly.
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FIELD CONFIGURATIONS

SIZE OF BATTER’S BOX:

5 ft. x 3 ft. extending left 6 inches in front of and 3 ft. 6 in. behind a center line through home base; nearest side line between batter’s box and home base – 6 in.

LINE FOR CATCHER:

3 ½ feet from center of home base,

PITCHER

A 6” x 24” pitching rubber is required for 9-13 year olds.

DIAMOND DIMENSIONS FOR 5-6
Distance from:
Home base to back of first base ……………………………40 feet




First base to second base……………………………………40 feet




Second base to third base …………………………………..40 feet




Home base to back of third base …………………………...40 feet 




Center of home base to second base ………………………..55’ 6”




Back of home base to pitcher’s line
……………………..25 feet

DIAMOND DIMENSIONS FOR 7-8

Distance from:
Home base to back of first base ……………………………50 feet




First base to second base……………………………………50 feet




Second base to third base …………………………………..50 feet




Home base to back of third base …………………………...50 feet 




Center of home base to second base ……………………….70’ 8”




Back of home base to pitcher’s line
……………………. 30 feet

DIAMOND DIMENSIONS FOR 9-10
Distance from:
Home base to back of first base ……………………………55 feet




First base to second base……………………………………55 feet




Second base to third base …………………………………..55 feet




Home base to back of third base …………………………...55 feet 




Center of home base to second base ……………………….77’ 5”




Back of home base to pitcher’s line……..………………. 35 feet

DIAMOND DIMENSIONS FOR 11-13
Distance from:
Home base to back of first base ……………………………60 feet




First base to second base……………………………………60 feet




Second base to third base …………………………………. 60 feet




Home base to back of third base …………………………...60 feet 




Center of home base to second base ……………………….84’ 10”




Back of home base to pitcher’s line
……………………..40 feet

The foul line must be drawn in a straight line from the outer corner home base along the outer edge of first and third bases to the boundaries of the grounds so that the bases shall be within the diamond.  The infield, outfield, all bases including home plate and the chalk foul line are in fair territory.  All other area is foul territory.  Out-of-play territory will be determined by individual park ground rules.
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